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BY FREYA FINDLAY

THERE have been huge cel
ebrations after a Carlisle
academy has turned around
its fortunes and been rated as
'good' for the first time.

Staff, pupils and parents at
Richard Rose Central Academyonce labelled Britain's worst
school - finally have something
to celebrate now thatthe sqhool
has successfully turned ltself
around.
Reacting to the news, princi:
pal Stephen qilby told the News
& Star. "I'm just overjoyed. It's
really, really positive.
'Tm really proud for the acad
emy to get the recognition it
deserves. And most importantly
for the students - they are a
super group of students and they
deserve the vr�ry best, so it's nice
to get an official badge to recog
nise the· good work that every
body does here."
The academy has been in
special measures twice, rated
inadequate twice, requires
improvement once and satisfac
tory once.
-Persistent issues were inad. equate leadership, low standards
of teaching and pupils' achiev
ements and disruptive pupil
behaviour.
But on their latest two-day
visit in April, Ofsted inspectors
found an academy on the up.

Penalty points

WETHERAL: Louise Scott
Heap, 44, was given three
penalty pqints for speeding.
The offence was proven
under the single justice
procedure.
�
Heap, of Wheatsheaf
Gardens, Wetheral, was also
fined £40 af Carlisle's
magistrates' cou� and
ordered to pay £115 costs.

£164 court fine

CARLISLE: A 41-year-0ld
woman was fined £164 for a
motoring offence.
Julie Harrison failed to tell
police who was driving a
vehicle on December 26
which was alleged to have
been gu.iJty of an offenc�.
It was proven under the
single justice procedure at
Carlisle's magistrates' court.
Harrison, of Rudchester
Close, Sandsfield Park, must
also pay £115 costs.

CULTURE

The inspectors praised the
transformed culture of the acad
emy on Victoria Place, and its
dramatic improvements in
teaching and learning which led
to the school achieving its best
ever exam results last year.
Mr Gilby, the Senior Leader
ship Team, governors and the
academy's sponsor, United
Learning, were all credited for
transforming the academy. The
Governors were praised for play
ing an instrumental role in
bringing about improvements in
the school and Mr Gilby was said
to be "determined and ambitious
for all pupils".
The inspection also found
these key findings:
1111 Leaders and governors
have a very good. understanding
of the school's strengths and
weaknesses.
• Teaching is rapidly improv
ing across subjects and year
groups, particularly in maths
and science.
The curriculum supports
pupil's personal and academic
development across a wide range
of subjects.
• The sixth form is good teaching and support enables
students to achieve well and pre
pares them for the next stage of
life.
• Pupils feel sat:e and are well
cared for.
Mr Gilby, who joined Central
Academy in July 2015, said there
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Didn it we do well: Richard Rose Central Academy, Carlisle, has received a good rating from Ofsted for the first time since it was
founded in 2008

had been a big focus of behav
iour of students and staff and lots
of investment in teacher's devel,,.
opment.
Last year the academy was the
most improved in the county and
the most improved school out of
60 in United Learning academy
trust - which it achieved along
side a £5.6m refurbishment after
the December 2015 floods when
5ft of water flooded the school.
The 'good' rating has been a
huge boost for pupils too.
Year 11 pupil- Sarah McPake,
16, credited the teachers with-

dramatic changes at the school.
She. said: "The level of teach
ing has increased dramatically.
The teachers in my opinion are
excellent.
"They take into consideration
everything that we would like
and they have our best interests
at heart."
Adam Bulman, who is also 16
and a year 11 pupil doing his
GCSEs, said the school had had
such a bad reputation for so
many years now, people looked
down on you if you said you were
a pupil.
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The students hope the new
good rating will start to change
that reputation.
"I think it's going to take alot
longer for the ·reputation to
change because it was the same
for so long.
"We had small improvements
and now we're at a stage of being
a 'good' school, it will finally
open people's eyes," he said.
Richard Rose Central Acad
emy opened in September 2008
following the official closures of
St Aidan's School and _North _
Cumbria Tecl:_mology College.

A 4 day holiday staying at our
1.och Achray Hotel: There will be
an excursion everyday incll!ding
entrance to Culzean C.astle·in Ayr,
Luss & a cruise on Loch Lomond.
TOUR INCWDES

3 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. Excursions.

PICKUP FROM

Whitehaven, Workington, Maryport, Aspatria, Wigton,
Carlisle (lrvings), carlisle
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